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RESOLUTIONS. of the COMMITTEE. of ASSOCIATION 


f O R „ 
COUNTY, o YORK, 


At their ah. had on wy 3 and 4th 8 F gi of January, WT 


> YORK-TAVERN, Jan. 3, 1781. 
PR 8 E N T, 


15 


At a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION, 


Rev: Mr. wyvill, Chairman > 
The Earl of Effingham 5 I. 
Sir George en == | 8 
Sir Sir James Norcliffſe 
Mr. H. Duncomde 
Rev. Mr. Maſon 2 
Mr. Hildyard F 
Mr. Chaloner & 
Rev: Mr, Zouch 501102 of 
General Hale - 3 21112: 8 
Mr. Morritt e 
Mr. Strickland e N 
The Dean of Vork 40 8) 
Wir. or . 
Mr. St. A. Ward. W .Q.. 
Rev. Mr. Robin, 4 | 
Mr H. Ofbaldeſton 5 8 
Lieut. Col. Thornton 5 | . 
Mr. Orimſton „„ 
Mr. Marriott „ Ot ee 
Mr. Dalton 
Mr. Cradock VV 
Mr. T. Weddell > 
Mr. Dring = 
Mr. S, * 
Mr. Croft, jun. 1 
Mr. Edmunds 3 
Mr. St. Quintin =o 
Rev. Mr. Preſton 1 
Mr. Dixon oy 
Mr. Bayes :  _ —- ul 
A 


iQ 


tp] Elfley 


dir John 1 


Mr. P. Milnes 

Ms. R. S. Milnes 
Rev. Fred. Dadſworth 
Rev. Mr. Wilkinſon 

Mr. Place 

Mr. Stansfield 


Mr. Wolrich 3 


Dr. Sew 


N 


Mr. Walker 
Mr. Walker, jun. 
Mr. John Milnes 
Mr. Maude 
Mr. Courtney 1 ob 
"Nr. Shore © SS o0 « 
Rev. Mr. Ca 8 
Mr. R. Wien t 
e Mr. Bourne 
Mr. Wentworth ; 


Mr. Withers 


Mr. Sykes 

Rev. Mr, Lawſon .... 

Mr. Vorke elected this 

Mr. Battle f ay 

Sir William Milner 

Mr. H. Tbompfn 
Mr. Garforth 

Mr. Hill 


RESOLVxD, 


. s - 
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'r 4] 
Re: SOLVED, That the following Members be * to ant Com- 


mittee: 
John Yorke, Eſa; of Richmond 
Thomas Fenwick, Eſq; of Burrow | 
Rev. Charles Dalton, of Hawkſwell - 
Willis, Eſq; of Sedberggh 
Rev. Mr. Gawthorpe, of Sedbergh. 
William Battle, Eſq; of Welton. 


Rksolvrp, That hens Deputies. he appointed to attend in 
London, to communicate with the Delegates of other petitionin 
or aſſociated Bodies, on the Means. of carrying into e the Ob- 
* of their ennie or e 


e 


Rxsol vzp, That a "Roth of . e Inſtrument. af No- 
mination, with Inſtructions to the above-named Dekaden, be: 
tranſmitted by the Clerk to each Deputy. 


See the F orm of this Inflrument,. p. 6. i 

RESOLVED, That the fallowing Addreſs from this tis 
to the Electors of Great-Britain, be printed and publiſhed. as the 
Act of this Committee; and that Copies thereof, and of the In- 
ſtructions to the Deputies, be tranſmitted. to the Chairmen of the 
ſeveral petitioning and n Bodies in this e 


Rrso VIB, That 05 Thanks of this Committee be given to 
the Rev. Mr. Wet for drawing up the foregoing Aue 


Rrsol vp, That the Thanks of this Committee be given to 
David Hartley, Eſq; for his unwearied and. diſintereſted Services. 


4 


1 
in the Public Cauſe; and alſo their particular Acknowledgments 
jor his Addreſs to this Committee, dated this Day. 


ResoLvED, That this Committee be. adjourned il To-mor- 
ro Morning ; at Ten 0 Clock. 
| | c. WYVILL, 2 82 


YORK TAVERN, Jan. 4, 1781. 
At the adjourn' d Meeting of the COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION, 


The Rev. Mr. w YVIL L in the Ch ir, : 8 


| RegoLvED,. That the Thanks of this Commit e be given to 
the Armed Aſſociation of this City, for their reſolute and well- 
timed Exertions in Support of the Laws of their Country, and 
the Peaee and Safety of the City, during the wanton and unpro- 


voked Riots which ade Wee the laſt Election for the 
County. Men ads þ 


4 475 
o 


Nen That David h Eſq; be requeſted to permit 
this Committee to publiſh his excellent Addreſs to them, dated | 
Jan. 3, 3. 20 I. 

Raser That if Mr. Hartley ſhall give his Permiflion to. 
this Committee to publiſh his Addreſs, Copies thereof be imme 
diately tranſmitted, with their Recommendation, to the other pe- 
titioning and aſſociated Bodies throughout, the Kingdom. 


RESOLVED, That this Committee be 3 till Wedneſ- 
day the gth Day of 1 next, at Ten in the Forenoon. | 


. WVVIL E. Chairman. 


IN SRU | 


* . 
Corman 8 T. R U M E N T al 6 


| Appointing 8 with inſtructions from the 1 

VF of ASSOCIATION for the County of YoRx, to meet and de- 

© Vherate with Deputies from other Cqunties, Cities and Bo- 
roughs, &c. and, in Concurrence with them, to take the moſt 
effectudl Meaſures, conſiſtent with Law and the Conſtitution, 
to promote the- Objects of that Aſſociation. Dated at Vork, 
january 3, e So. CT 


E „ er ys 99. ou 17 
323 * 


Tur Committee of Aiscibtien pit b. been impbwered by a 5 
General Meeting of the County of York, held on the 28th 
il of March, 1780, to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional Meaſures 
il as to them ſhall appear moſt expedient for promoting 4 the Objects 
| of the Aſſociation adopted by that Afembly,. doth. nominate and 
it appoint you the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſq; 
1 3 and Sir James Norcliffe, Bart. to be their Deputies, with full 
| 7 Power, on the 2oth Day of February next, ot as ſoon. after as 
14 -<onveniently may be, to meet in London of Weſtminſter; and to 
0 cConfer with ſuch Perſons as may attend the propoſed Meet- 
p ing of Deputies, who ſhall have received. Authority for that Pur- 
| pole from any County, City, or Borough Within this Kingdom, 
or from' any ee Pers by the ſame. * F 


A = 
5 * „ 
„ * 2 3 * 1 
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And this Committee doth berchy 3 impower and direct you the 
| faid- Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, and Sir James Nortliffe 
to act on the Part and Behalf of this Committee, in fach Matters, 
and in ſuch Manner as in this lnſtrument s are e or PE | 
and in no- other Matter or Manner. 17705 = . 


7 


Vou ſhall concur with che Deputies Fo 1 75 Counties. Cities, 
and Boroughs, &c. or the Majority of them, in any proper Applica- 
tion to Parhament, during the Continuance of your deputed Au- 
thority, for oorrecting the groſs Abuſes in the Expenditure of 
E: Public Money, and for reducing the increaſed and increafing In- 
. | fluence of the Crown, which ought to be diminiſhed, provided 
the Redreſs of Grievances, propoſed as the Object of ſuch Appli- 

| Cation, ſhall be equivalent to the Occonomical Reform e 


by 


CT 
N 


. 1 1 9 


te Reef na Parliament: And ber 
this important Meaſure: for cotzecting public Profufion, and r 
_ ducing the undue Iafluenes of the Crown, ſhall have heen taken 
into Conſideratipn. and in ſome competent Degree adwans ed. vo 
ſhall alſo move the Deputies aforeſaid to conſider the extreme In 
equality in the Parliamentary Repreſentation of this Kingdams: 
and to endeavour, i in the preſent Seſſion, by Bill, by Petition, or by: 
any other advifahle Mode of; applying te Parliament, to abtain a 
more adequate Repreſentation of the People, by the Iatrodection 
of at leaſt One Hundred additional County, Membersz without: 
which neceſſary. Couaterpoize' to the numerous Repreſentatives of. 
venal, hereditary, or otherwiſe unduly influenced Boroughs, no: 
laſting. or. effectual. Check can be given to the bapeful Progrefs, of, 
Corruption, now e ber to the Ruin of our happy 
„ Lk 23 LEAR 3, 171 "$38, 54. 4313713) 8 rs 51 embed 


14 WH, 


ah Afotietions that- material. Yr eons — more nee re 
ſalt to the Conſtitution, if the Duration of Parliament wWaue ſhovten+: 
ed, ehen a more fuugab Mapegement of the Public Pusſe; a Rec. 
duction of the updue Influence of. the Crown, and a more equak 
Reprefentation of the People have taken Place; and not expecting; 
that Abuſes, profitable 10 Indixiduals, however injvribus toi the; 
Community, : can. be corrected without many: Difficulties and 
much laborious Exertion, will notpofitively direct vou tlie ſaid De- 
puties to move the Coneurrence of the other Deputies, in a farther: | 
Application to ſhorten the Duration of Parliament to a Ferm 
not exceeding three Vears; but fully confiding in /your Judgment; 
and Fidelity to the Public Cauſe, commits to your Diſcretion; toi 
determine according to the actual Circumflances which may ariſes 
in the Courſe of your Conference, whether ſuch Motion may be 
prudent and adviſable, or premature and inconvenicnt-at prefent,; 
and fit to be poſtponed to a future Seſſion. of Parliament; and to 
| act 287755 accordingly... 


| "At this Committee, anxious to guard againſt every Attempt 
to miſrepreſent their Views of public Reformation, by peaceful - 
and legal Means, and wiſhing to obviate Imputations injurious. 
to the intended general Deputation, ay which the juſt and ne-. 

B 1 


3 cellary Purpoſe of that ate 211 be defamed- and finally dev! 
# feated, doth hereby moſt ſtrictly require you the ſaid Deputies, 


[} : to-confifie your - Propoſitions in the general 'Meeting of Deputies, 5 
th | to the Reform ſpecified in this Inſtrument, or to Regulations 'by: 
| Elan and egg (gh nee eto 4 Fn omar + 4k 


1 . 
; * 1 : * 1 * , * k 
: 


| ap! this Committee oth MS W require you e ſud 
1 | ' Deputies to | promote the ſeveral Objects of public Reformation, 
| ſignified” in this Inftrument, to the beſt of your Judgment, and 
q | to the utmoſt of your Power, by orderly Means alone, by dutiful 
j | Application to Parliament, or by ſuch other prudential Meaſures” 
1 1 be perfectly confiſtent with Lan nid the Conſtitution. ' ! 
9 r 
8 And i any aller e en Set ATI the Conftitu- 
} tion ſhall be ſuggeſted by the Deputies of any other County or 
[1 City, &c. this Committee not being empowered itſelf, and there- 
N fore unable to empower their Deputies to accede! to any Reſolu- 
3 tion concerning ſuch new Propoſal, doth: hereby authoriſe and 
| require two or more of you the ſaid Deputies, in ſuch Caſe, to call 

an extraordinary Meeting of this Committee, giving a ſufficient 
Notice thereof in the public Papers, and to report ſach new Pro- 
poſition to the Committee, in order that the Propriety of calling 
a County Meeting to conſult the Alg e of jt eee on 
the Safe my be. «ly: conſidered. | GE | H 


x | Laftiy, This Cominittce doth: be, 5 a 0 Adel . 
| given to you the faid Deputies ſhall ceaſe and determine on the 

- firſt of May, 17813 ; and doth require, that at the next Meeting of 

8 the Committee, after. the Expiration of this Authority, a Report 
a of the Proceedings of the General TE of. at be hid 

| 15 > | * 1 fire the Committee. 9 
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COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION for the COUNTY of YORK, | 
. TO THE 3 

ELECTORS of the COUNTIES, err IES, and. 1 BOROUGHS. 


4} 
4 


53 „ WITHIN N | : 6 
The KINGDOM of GREAT BRITAIN. 


A TE R much diſpaſſionate Reflection on the "eultiblied 
Grievances of our Country, on the Neceſſity of ſome ſub-. 


ſtantial Redreſs, and the moſt prudent mode of attempting to ob- - 


tain it, the Committee of Velkſhire haye appointed the Rev. 
Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſq; and Sir James Norcliffe, 
Bart. their Deputies, with full Power het meet and deliberate with 


Deputies from' other Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, and in Con- 


currence with them to take the moſt effectual Meaſures, conſiſtent 
with Law and the Conſtitution, to promote that political Reform 
which the County of York has aſſociated to a rin 5 


The Cath 600 perfectly Aatüßed that ſuch eben in is 


ſtrictly legal, and conſonant with every Principle of the Conſtitu- 


tion. The Right to petition Parliament for a Redreſs of Grievances, 
is a fundamental Right of the Britiſh People; and the Exerciſe of 


that Right, in- any Mode which is Prohibited by no poſitive Sta- 


tute, cannot be unlawful. Let it be acknowledged then, that 


this Deputation is an uncommon Appointment ; uncommon Diſ- 


treſs has called it forth; and when new Dangers ariſe to Pablic 
Liberty, new Modes of Defence, adapted to reſiſt the Attack, are 


not only juſtifiable, but abſolutely neceſſary for its Preſervation. 
The Truth of this Obſervation will hardly be conteſted by thoſe, 


who, underſtanding the Nature and Value of Civil Liberty; have the 
Spirit to ſupport it, by a ſtrenuous Exertion of their legal Powers. 
But ĩt may be expected that much Miſrepreſentation and artful Sug- 
r will be employed by the Obſtructors of Reformation, to 
B 2 _ calumniate 


3 


| | salumniate the See ne and by exciting — n 


2 — wee, ——— —— 
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ſions of Innovation, and hazardous Oppoſition to Government, to 
alienate the great Body of independent Electors from the Public 
Cauſe. It is not only thought expedient, therefore, · to ſubmit to 
N general Inſpection the Inſtructions of the Committee to their De- 
puties; but alſo to ſtate, in a full and explicit Manner, their 
Views of Public Reformation, and the Motives of their political 
Conduct for promoting that important Work. Whether their 
Interpoſition for that Purpoſe be. proper or feaſenahle; whether 
the Means of Redrefs they have propoſed be practicable and pru- 
dent; whether the End itſelf be juſt and neceffary ; theſe are 
Queſtions in which they feel themſelves. too deeply concerned, to 
pronounce their Opinion. To the Judgment of their Country- 
men they appeal: To the Deciſion of Men of Candour, Modera- 
tion, and upright Intentions to the Public they chearfully ſubmit 
their Conduct; with ſuch Men they ſincerely wiſh. to co- operate; 
and from their Approbation and Concurrence they derive their only 
Hope, that the Progreſs of Corruption may yet be checked by 
- pacific Means, and the Parliament of this Country may. be l 
red in ſome Degree to the Parity. of its original. Inſtitution. 


During the Reigns of the four Princes of the Houſe of Ss. 
frequent Attempts were made, by thoſe weak but ambitious Mo- 
narchs, to overturn: the Conſtitution, to aboliſh Parliaments, ,apd 

to aſſume by Force an unlimited and deſpotic Authority. Suc- 
ceeding Princes, warned by the repeated Miſcarriages and final 
Ruin of that Family, at the Revolution, ſeem to have adopted 
a milder but not leſs dangerous Mode of Attack. From that 
Period, inſtead of violent Uſurpation, and declared Hoſtility to- 
Parliaments, it has been the prevailing Policy of Government to. 
employ the Arts of Seduction, and by creating a eorrupt Depen- 
dence in thoſe. Aſſemblies, virtually to emancipate-. the Crown: , 
from all Controul. For almoſt a Century. Corruption, with few . 
Exceptions, and hort, very "ines wee tions, has been the 
avowed Principle of our Government. 0 Tendeney of. this 
fatal Syſtem has long been ſeen and 9 by the wiſe and 
virtuous Part of the Community. But while the Reſtoration of 
the Scarf Line was an Event within any Degree of Probability, 
| the 


* 
> o} 8. 


* 
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THT 
the Return of undiſguiſed Deſpotiſm was the n "OREN | 
againſt which the growing Influence of the Crown was unwarily 
.cheriſhed as the only adequate Defence. In later Times, in the 
full Flow of national Pride and Proſperity, to ſtem the Torrent 
: -of Gormupnnn, had been a vain and Mah nn, | 


But Dow? by 3 anda e of our Ge the 
Scene of national Glory is changed; with much of our foreign 
Trade our Naval Superiority is loſt; our American Provinces are 
diſmembered from the Empire; and our ancient Foes, aided by our 
once friendly Ally, and encouraged by almoſt every other Euro- 
pean Power, are proudly inſulting over this wretched Country. 
At home, Agriculture and Manufactures decline, as the Load 
of Taxes and our public Debts .increaſe:; the pational Subſtance 
is waſting faſt away by the Profuſion of Expence in this rath and 
_ «unfortunate War; and the Influence of the Crown fed- by that. 
wery Prodigality, and increaſed in full Proportion to it, is now 
ſwoln to a moſt alarming Magnitude. The Syſtem of Corrup- 
tion has reached to its Maturity; and the Criſis of our Country 
is at length arrived. The Amputation of that poiſonous Tumour, 
the Excreſcence of our vitiated Conſtitution, muſt, therefore, be 
reſolved on, or Py Balaton maſt ſoon be the e 
mene FFFFFCFCC II b $43 


With an Alternative like this before Ha the Choice of 
Freemen is ſoon determined. The Committee, therefore, took 
an early and an active Part in Support of that Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons, which was agreed to at a General Meeting 
of the County of York, on the zoth of December, 1779, and 
which was ſoon after preſented to that Houſe. With great Satiſ- 
faction they obſerved the ſingular Unanimity of ſo many Counties 
and Corporate Towns, Who honoured this County with their 
Concurrence in that Meaſure, ſupporting their Propoſition for an 
Oeconomical Reform, and adopting, not unfrequently, the Lan- 

gxuage of their Petition. The Satisfaction of the Committee aroſe 
not from a fond parental Partiality for their own Production, but 
from the juſt Hope that Concurrence ſeemed to afford, that ſo 
rg a Reform, ets" by the general Voice of the People, 
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would not be ſolicited; in vain from the Repreſentative Aſſembly. 
But in theſe Expectations, however apparently reaſonable, they 
have been miſerably diſappointed. The inadequate Relief in the 
Mode of collecting the public Revenues, with ſonie oſſicial Regu- 


| lations, which poflibly may be obtained hereafter, by the dilatory 


Operation of a Commiſſion of Accounts, is not that Reform. 
which the People aſked, and had a Right to expect. The memo- 


rable but ineffectual Vote, that the Influence of the Crown ought 


to be diminiſhed, only ſerved to cover that venal Aſſembly with 
eternal Shame. For not one ſpecific Propoſition for diminiſhing 
the enormous Influence of the Crown. has been granted; not one 
exorbitant Emolument of Office has been reduced; not one Sine-. 
cure Place has been aboliſhed ; nor a ſingle Penſion: unmerited by 
public Service ſtruck off the Liſt. Even the Motion of the ex- 
cellent Repreſentative of Yorkſhire, for —_ MOTT an of ang 


Bet _ b by a e rg Rong, 


) 14 797 
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by | thoſe evident Proofs of the Proſtitution of that Aſſembly. 
On the contrary, they are more fully convinced that the Abufes 


of Parliament itſelf are become the principal Object of public 8 


Reformation. Among theſe the Inequality in the Repreſentation.” 5 
| of the People may Juſtly be pointed out as the fundamental Abuſe,” 


The Balance of our Conſtitution bad been wiſtly.: placed by 


dur Forefathers in the Hands of the Counties: and principal Cities 


and Towns; but by the Caprice and Partiality of our Kings, from 
Henry VI: down to Charles II. it was gradually withdrawn from 
them, and by the Addition of Twð ͥ³ͥi Hundred Parliamentary Bur- 
geſſes, was wholly veſted in the inferior Boroughs. From that 
latter Period, the Miſchiefs of this irregular Exerciſe of Royal 

Authority have been farther increaſed by the ſilent Operation of 
Time. Many unrepreſented Towns have riſen into Population, 


Wealth, and Conſequence, in the Kingdom; many Boroughs have 
ſunk into Indigence, or have even totally diſappeared, without a. 


Trace of their Exiſtence left behind them, except the Privilege 
of nominal Repreſentation. In theſe decayed Boroughs, the 
Crown and a few. great Famglies: n nominate Repreſenta- | 


8 a tives, 


frogs; F: - 
tires. who form a clear Majority of the Houſe of 8 Ir 
that Majority a liberal Miniſter will ever find a ready Support, 
however iuinbus the Meafures of his Adminiſtration may be to 
the Liberty and the general Intereſt of his Country. The Mem- 

bers who repreſent the great Maſſes of landed and commercial 
Property, ſfrall plead in vain for their Conſtituents. In the Scale 

of Parliamentary Computation, an ingonſiderable Village will ba- 
lance 4 County; and 4 ſhort Liſt of Hamlets, where hardly a 
Veſtige of Population is to be found, will decide againſt the ge- 
neral Senſe and Wiſhes of the Public. A Parliament elected in 
any reaſonable Proportion, would duly repreſent the Senſe, and 

act for the Intereſt of the whole Community; but from a Senate 
thus unequally arranged, no penal Laws, ho external Regula- 
tions can exclude Corruption; becauſe: in Situations; of ing: ns ; 
troul, partial. Advantage will ſtill outweigh: the public Good. In 
Royal Innovation this groſs Abuſe in the Repreſentation of — 
People chiefly originates. From Parliamentary Authority a pro- 
per Countespoize, to theſe dependent Boroughs, muſt he reſtored 

to the Counties and prinvipal Cities, Gee: before that Aſſembiy 
can become once more a firm and nenn n of 425 
public Weal.. „ led nfs lies FB 7 

31 io and Ai e 4 101 =? 4914 * 


The Ae abuse of. „ is: i manifeſt 


. Abuſe wh which calls aloud fori Reformation. The Statute enacting 


that Regulation was not only a Contradiction to the Genius of our 
Conſtitution, it was a direct Infringement. of the triennial Law, 
under whoſe' Authority that Houſe of Commons then ſat, and had 
been electsd. It Was an irregular Aſſumption of Power, Which 
the alledged Neceſſity of the Times could hardly excuſe; it was 
profeſſed to be a temporary Expedient, to guard againſt the Cabals 
of the bamſhed. Family; and it was reluctantly ſubmitted to on 
that ſingle Account. But ſinte the Pretenſions of that Family to 
the Throne have been” univerſally exploded, the Repeal of the 
ſeptennial AEt i is a Matter of Juſtice, which State Policy no longer 
forbids, and which the People have the cleareſt Right to demand. 
Short Parliaments are their ancient indubitable Right; they are 
alſo neceſſary for re-eſtabliſhing that Dependence of the Repreſenta- 
tive Aſſembly on the Conſtituent Body, which it is the peculiar Aim 
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and Advantage of our happy Conſtitution to maintain. A more 
equal Repteſentation would reſtore the Balance of our e eee 
to the Bulk of the Electors; A ſhorter Duration of Parliaments, 
by returning Members more frequently; tobe approved or rejected - 
by their Conſtituents, as their Parliamentary Conduct might de- 
ſerve, would ever ſecure the Fidelity and Vigilance of the Repreſen- 

tative Aſſembly. ; -By a*temperate- Reform of Parliament on theſe 
Principles, the: Sy ſtem of Corruption might beleffectually excluded, 


and the Enjoyment of our Liberties might an OR ito: . 
lateit- Polterit ty. | | | ? 


Impreſſed with theſe: eee the ne of Yorkthire, 
are not diſpoſed to relax in their pacific: Efforts:to reſtore the Con- 
ſtitution, becauſe the laſt Houſe of Commons thought fit to reject 
the moſt material Parts of the Oeconomical Petition. The Ne- 
ceſſity for - concerting proper Meaſures to ſupport that Petition, 
and alſo to obtain a Reform in · the principal Parliamentary Abuſes, 
only appears more evidently demonſtrable. For if the great Con- 
ſtituent Body .requeſted that Houſe in vain to correct groſs and 


undeniable Abuſes; if the Alarm at the rapid Increaſe of the In- 


fluence of the Crown, was at once admitted to be juſt and 
well founded, and yet every Meaſure for the Diminution of it 
was rejected with Contempt, that Houſe juſtly forfeited the 
public Confidence. In that Houſe it is plain aur domeſtie Com- 
plaints have their Foundation, and eithout a Reformation of fun- 
damental Abuſes there, the Interpoſition of the People will be 
worſe than nugatory. Declarations of the public Senſe, in a regu- 
lar Way, are the ultimate Check of the Conſtitution on a corrupt 
Parliament, or a tytannical Adminiſtration. | But it had been bet- 
ter and wiſer far if the People, patiently crouching under the 
Preſſure ot their Burdens, had never ſolicited Redreſs, than if, 


after the unjuſt Rejection of their Requeſt, they ſhould tamely, 


ſurrender their Rights, and fink at once into abject Acquieſcence. 
The People ought. not to interpoſe on trivial or light Occaſions, 
but when great and enormous Abuſes call forth their ee 
my l not to £9 19 (ppl in van. 6 
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It is neceſſary then, that the collective Senſe of the Public ould 
be ſupported by the moſt efficacious Meaſures which can be de- 
viſed, conſiſtent with a ſtrict Obedience to the Regulations of the 
Law. For the Syſtem of Corruption is an Eſtabliſhment of wide 
Extent; and the Retainers of that Eſtabliſhment form a numerous . 
and well- compacted Band, determined to maintain every profitable 
Abuſe with united Strength. In Oppoſition to that mercenary Pha- 
lanx, the Efforts of a few ſolitary Individuals, or even a few un- 
connected Cities and Counties, would be too unequal to ſucceed. 
From the joint Endeavours of the Public a political Deliverance 
can only be expected. For this Purpoſe general Aſſemblies of the 
People, frequently repeated, ſeem to be too operoſe a Mode; to 
give due Efficacy to the popular Interpoſition, a more compendious 
- _ Method of proceeding ſeems to be adviſable ; by which the Friends 
of Reformation may be enabled to act with Facility and Vigour, 
and yet with the full Weight and Authority of the whole collective 
Body. Whether Aſſociations in the ſeveral Diſtricts of the King- 
dom, acting by their reſpective Committees, and by general 
Deputation from the aſſociated Bodies be the moſt advantageous 
Mode of collecting and ſupporting the Senſe of the Public, the 
Committee of Vorkſhire are conſcious, it is not their Part to de- 
cide, but it is a feaſtble Mode; it is a Mode conformable to Law; © 
and by this Mode they truſt, the united Efforts of independent Men 
throughout the r will be e with final and ebe 
8 Succeſs. | | 


The N which the Cas with to recommend, as the 
Objects of this general Mn, are, 


ä 1. The Preſentment of. a Petition to the n new e equi- 
valept i In its Fg to che Petition of the County c of Vork. 


. 'T "MN Application to ti in ſach Modes, and at ſuch 
Times as may be approved by the Majority of Deputies, for obtain- 
ing at leaſt One Hundred additional County Members, and for ſhort» 
ening the Duration of Feen to a Term not t exceeding three 
aun. ö 5+ 4 . Say. $2, Ss 
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if the Committee had confined their Deputies to ſupport che 
ee Petition, without attempting to obtain any Correctioa 
of Parliamentary Abuſes, it is plain their Scheme of Reformation: 
would have been a defective Scheme, and in the preſent Circum- 
. flances would not have deſerved the national Support. On the 
other Hand, if they had extended their Plan of Reformation to the 
utmoſt Stretch which Theory can warrant, they might have pro- 
poſed an efftcacwus Reform indeed; but it weuld not have been 
attainable. To the zealous Advocates for annual Parliaments, and 
the perfect Equality of Repreſentation, they are moſt ready to con- 
eede, that thoſe Propoſitions may be fupported by the ancient Prac- 
tice of the Conſtiution, and the genuine Theory of Civil Liberty. 
But when this Country is in manifeſt Danger of linking under that 
deſpotic Authority, which now tramples. on almoſt every other 
European State, it behoves the Friends of the Conſtitution not to 
hazard the total Lofs of Liberty, by aiming at theoretical, bat unat- 
tainable Perfeion. In given Circumſtances; that is the «moſt 
_ eligible Plan of Improvements, which is the beſt that can be at- 
tained. With the Metropolis and many Counties, theſe Conſide- 
rations ſeem to have had their full Weight, and. by their generous 
Aſſiſtance, with the concurrence of- thoſe reſpectable Counties, &c. 
whieh have already ſupported the Oeconomfeal- Petition, there is 
every Reaſon to expect that conſtitutional Improvements may be 
: obtained, which approach as nearly to a perfect Syſtem of Reform, 
as the Temper and actual Circumſtances wt the Nation would allow. 


Some excellent Perfons, to whom the propoſes Plan of Refor- 
mation appears unexceptionably proper, have yet objected to the 
Propoſition at this Time. Their Concurrence would have been, 
and ſtil would be received with high Reſpect and Gratitude. ! But 
in the preſent Situation of Diſtreſs, the Committee. are clearly con- 
vinced, that Procraſtination and Indeciſion would not be conſiſtent 
with true political Prudence. For when can the Correction of 
Abuſes be propoſed with ſuch Propriety, or ſo much Probability of 
* Succeſs, as when their miſcheivous Confequences are moſt ſeverely 
felt? What can induce a corrupt Parliament to aboliſh. Cot rup- 
tion? Not the Weight of Reaſon; not the Force of Shame, 
dut the e of the Public alone. But the ſame general Con- 
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eurrence of the People, which can reform the corrupt Expendi- 
ture of Public Money, with equal; Eaſe can cortect thoſe Parliamen- 
tary Defects, whence that Corruption; originates. There. lies the 
Root of our dotneſtic Evils; and it is, the Duty of the Committee 
to point it out, and to admoniſh their Fellow. Citizens, that no- 
thing ſhort of .a Parliamentary Reformation. deſerves. their Interpo- 
ſition —Since the Defection of Pulteney from the public Cauſe, 
the Profeſſions of political Men have been held in extreme Diſtruſt ; 
diſintereſted Men have looked with Unconcern on the Struggles 
of contending Parties, and, it muſt be owned, contending Par- 
ties have too generally deſerved it. The Individuals who form the 
fplendid Exception are few, and they have not been able much to 
_ diminiſh the popular Diſtruſt. Hence the long and unavailing. 
Struggle of public Men, unſuppbrted "by national Confidence; 
hence the Reluctance of unambitious Men, to embark on any other 
Bottom than that ſtipulated Reform of Parliamentary Abuſes, 
The Diſtreſs of their Country has, at laſt, induced ſuch Men to 


make the virtuous Attempt. Uninfluenced by perſonal Regard, or 


partial Cenſiderations ; animated with an honeſt Zeal for the Wel- 
fare cf the Community, they have quitted their private, but in- 
dependent Stations, to proſecute a full Redreſs of the national 
Grievances ;. but if a Diſpoſition ſhould appear to-confine.their ge- | 
nerous Undertaking, to- the Regulation of a few official Abuſes, of 
. ſecondary Importance in the Scale of Public Affairs, it is impoſſible: 
do preſerve the Support of ſuch Men on thoſe Conditions, nor on 
thoſe Conditions would this Committee with to preſerve it. The 
general Good, therefore, ſeems to require, that the Correction of 
thoſe Abuſes in Parliament, which are the Foundation of our do- 
meſtic Calamities, be now propoſed to the Public, as the Proper 
and Felten la of their united. Endeavgue. | 


_ Having thus freely ſtated to their WW their Views of 
Reformation, and the Motives of their public Conduct, the Com- 
mittee truſt that the other Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, who 
concur in theſe political Sentiments, in whole or in part, will co- 
operate with the intended general Deputation, by appointing Depu- 
ties, with en to ſupport, in that Aſſembly, ſuch of theſe Pro- 
| +1 A 8 potions 
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may reſpectiyely approve: By a long 
of fatal Miſconduct, the Wealth,«the Grandeur, the ſuper- 
SES eminent Power of this Empire are, perhaps, irgecoverably loſt, 
Baut io the general Wreck, which threatens | 
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